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number of cases, (he most frequently fatal form of tl'ie dfe^TTl" ^ ^ 
with about six cases of this affection, at least have re™ l * - 7° m<2t 

The general symptoms and march of the disease, in these did not dim. 
m any material point, from those in the more common form r 

monly the case in the latter; that is, death supervened from a less extend 

Dy a total absence of the respiratory murmur, while the ehest over the 
affected part rema.ned still resonant on percussion * 6 

My object, however, in the present remarks, is simply to sneak of a 
physical sign that was present, in each of the three casesdetailp I l • i 

enough to be heard distinctly at the distance of two or thrj'ffet from 
the patient, and so persistent, that it is not removable, or but momentarily 
y any effort to expectorate which the patient may make while at til 

tToUT 7 T Cnt n0n ° 0f thC SignS 0f bronchitis' or laryngitis 
hough it is exceedingly annoyingto the observer to hear it because him’ 
presses him with the belief thatit is distressing to the paLnt, aT d ^ ££ 
feeling rather of impat.ence for an attempt, by an effort to expccto- 
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rate, for its removal; the patient seems perfectly indifferent to its presence 
which would not be the case were it really produced by the presence of a’ 
small quantity of tenacious mucus in the larynx itself. The sound then 
ts only seemingly produced in the larynx, for on applying the stethoscope 
immediately under or just above the clavicles, it will be discovered to proceed 
from the apex of one or the other lung, which will be found the seat of 
inflammatory action. It would seem that the sound there produced in the 
pulmonary vesicles, must be conveyed by the larger bronchial ramifications 
numerous and superficial at this point, to the larynx, where, in consequence 
of the thinness of the tube, or rather the thinness of its covering, and its 
proximity to the surface, the deceptive impression of its production in this 
rgan, from the presence of a small quantity of viscid mucus, is created. 
It the indifference of the patient to the presence of the sound, but still 
more especially its persistence, which constitutes its peculiar and distinctive 

.7 h^nex Th "i f VaI " e 35 3n eVi ‘ IenCC pneumonia commencing 
the apex of the lung depends. In other affections of the luncs and air 

passages, more especially in bronchitis, we may have a somewhat similar 
sound produced in the larynx itself, by the play of the passing air through 
a -mall quantity of viscid mucus there collected; but under such circum- 
s ances U ,s removable by coughing, or an effort to expectorate, and on” 

fre”h 7 f retUrn T m ’ ° r ° nly af ‘ er 3 cons *derable interval, when a 
fresh collection of mucus has taken place. The patient, too, does notmani- 

ksonn 7”! mdlfrer ( ! nce ; n re S ard <° it® Presence, but the mucus producing 
it soon excites an effort for its removal. 

att P tee rn oShl n l lamra f n ’ " ‘ he grea ‘ er “ Umber of —> —ices 

he base of the lung, the inexperienced stethoscopist, on observing the 
general symptoms of pneumonia present, may neglect to apply his inmru- 

extent°of the d aPeX ° f ?,T “ a “ em P lin S t0 Jisco ' er the location and 
extent of the disease, and failing to detect any physical evidences of morbid 

action near the base, might at once attribute the symptoms present to in¬ 
flammation, somewhat circumscribed, of the central portion of the pulmo¬ 
nary texture; too limited in extent, and too remote from the surface to 

S " S ® the Pecuhar P h >' slcal phenomena. To be sure, were he to ex¬ 
amine the entire chest, the disease would be detected. The recollection 
of the sign which I have named, leads at once to its locality 

It is altogether probable, that in a number of instances of this kind the 
exact seat of morbid action has escaped my own observation ’s file 
pecu tar sign which I have spoken of, I considered indicative of the most 

ssr* *•—'«. 



